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Amendments to the Claims! 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

listing pf Claims; 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of estimating the time required a oohedulg for testing sp«ifte4 

software, comprising the steps of: 

determining a preliminary o otimntmg g number of test cases aa a function of b osod on a number of 

received problem reports for the specified software; w& 

modifying the preliminary e stimat e d number of test cases using historic data from similar 
software projects jo-p roduce on eotimat e d tim ei similar to said specified software to provide an estimate 
of said required time, 

2 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 > wherein the Step of determining es timating a 
number of test cases includes raising the number of received problem reports to an exponent less than 
one, and then adding a number thereto. 

3 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the historic data inelud c o data indicating 
the amount of raoounn i fi dedicated - to tooting th e ooftwarc. is combined into a Test Exe c ution Factor used 
to modify the preliminary number of test cases to provide said estimate of said required time. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the steps of determining e otimoting and 
modifying are performed on an information processing system. 

5 . (Currently Amended) A method for providing an estimated time o f wtinroting o schedule for 
testing specified software, said method comprising operating a data processing system to perform the 
steps of: 

determining a preliminary eatimating a number of test cases from a prespecified relationship 
between said number of test cases, and based-en a number of received problem reports for the specified 
software; 

scaling the preliminary number of test cases by a first factor to produce a first resul t wherein the 
first factor is derived from historic data from software projects similar to said specified software: and 
scaling the first result by a second factor to produce an estimated time. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, wherein the step of determining e ptirnatm g a 
number of test cases includes raising the number of received problem reports to an exponent less than 
one, and then adding a number thereto. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, wherein the foot fceto g io doriv e d from historic data 
frmn nitnilnn projonto. is combined into a Test Executi o n Factor used to modify the preliminary number pf 
test cases to produce said estimated time. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 5 , wherein the second factor i$ derived from data including the 
amount of resources dedicated to testing the software. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, wherein the steps of determining ofltimatina a 
number of test cases, scaling the number of test cases, and scaling the first result are performed on an 
information processing system. 

10. (Currently Amended) Aft In a data processing system, apparatus for estimating the time required 
q sch e dul e for testing software, said apparatus comprising: 

a first processing compone nt for determining a number of test cases as a function of first data 
indicating the number of problem reports received for the specified software; [[and]] 

o e ootid data indicating th e amount of poooutobq d e diooted to f e ating th e ooftwaro; 
whnpein th e firot data or e uwd to e otimat e o number of t e at eaa e s* 

wher e in a second processing component for scaling the number of test cases io aool e d by historic 
data to produce a scaled number of test cases; and 

wherein a third processing component for scaling the scaled number of test cases ioocalod by 
([the]] second data[[.]] indfeatmgJhff flmp\fflt of rgSPtircg? dedicated testinR the number of tgyt cfi?e ? . 

11. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the number of test cases is determined 
estimated by raising the first data to an exponent less than one, and then adding a number thereto. 

12. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the historic data is gathered from 
testing of trimilor software[[.]] similar to the specified software. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A» In an information processing system^ a computer program Product in a 
comnuter readable medium for providing an estimated time for ootimoting Q schedule for testing specified 
software, said computer program product comprising: 

first computer readable instructions for determining a preliminary estimating a number of test 
cases as a function o f boo e d on a number of received problem reports for the specified software; 

second computer readable instructions for scaling the preliminary number of test cases by a fust 
factor to produce a first resul t, wherein fee first factor is derived from histo ric data from software projects 
similar to said specified software: and 

third computer readable instructions for scaling the first result by a second factor to produce an 

estimated time. 

14. (Currently Amended) The ay stem com puter program product of claim 1 3, wherein the step of 
determining eotimnting a number of test cases includes raising the number of received problem reports to 
an exponent less than one, and then adding a number thereto. 

15. (Currently Amended) The system computer program product of claim 13, wherein the first faotar 
is deriv e d from historic data from similar projects, is combined into a Test Execution Factor used to 
modify the preliminary number of test caseB to produc e aaid estimated time. 

16. (Currently Amended) The oyotem computer program product of claim 13, wherein the second 
factor is derived from data including the amount of resources dedicated to testing the software. 

17. (Currently Amended) The eyetem computer program product of claim 13, wherein the steps of 
determining estimating a number of test cases, scaling the number of test cases, and scaling the first result 
are performed on an information processing system. 
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